
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 26, 2015                                    Catholic Charities Community Services 
10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.        4747 North 7th Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85013 

 

 

Convene, Connect, Communicate & Celebrate                      www.GodEnriches.org 

Engaging and mobilizing faith communities to improve the quality of life for vulnerable and 
impoverished people through a statewide collaboration of faith-based, community and 
governmental organizations. 
 

Minutes 

I. Welcome, Invocation & Introductions  

Chair Gary Kinnaman welcomed attendees; Jane Wabnik shared “The Merger Poem” by 
Judy Chicago, here it is: 

And then all that has divided us will merge. 
And then compassion will be wedded to power 

And then softness will come to a world that is harsh and unkind. 
And then both men and women will be gentle. 
And then both women and men will be strong. 

And then no person will be subject to another’s will. 
And then all will be rich and free and varied. 

And then the greed of some will give way to the needs of many. 
And then all will share equally in the earth’s abundance. 

And then all will care for the sick and the weak and the old. 
And then all will nourish the young. 

And then all will cherish life’s creatures. 
And then all will live in harmony with each other and the earth. 

And then everywhere will be called Eden once again. 
 

Attendees introduced themselves.  The sign-in sheets, and all other meeting archives, 
may be found here:  http://acfbci.org/meeting-archives/  

II. I-HELP (Interfaith Homeless Emergency  
 

Pastor Deborah Hutterer (Lutheran Social Services of the Southwest), Pastor Lori Tapia 
(Chandler Christian Community Center) and Stephen Sparks (Tempe Community Action 
Agency) spoke to attendees about how they partner with congregations in their 
communities to serve individuals experiencing homelessness.   The three I-HELP 
organizations have formed an East Valley I-HELP Coalition to share best practices and 
to facilitate effective case management. Dignity Health has provided case managers via 
a grant; all who participate in case management are guaranteed a bed.  

Stephen talked about I-HELP in Tempe which started in 2006.  A couple interesting facts 
from Stephen; 1) 120 people per year leave homelessness due to I-HELP, 2) since a 
portable shower unit has been available, 200 people per year find employment due to I-
HELP Tempe. 
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Pastor Deborah talked about I-HELP in Mesa which started in 2010.  Mesa’s version is 
for women only.  The three goals of I-HELP in Mesa are; 1) provide a safe place for 
women experiencing homelessness, 2) provide women with resources and skills to 
increase their capacity, and 3) to breakdown stereotypes in the faith community 
regarding homelessness. 

Pastor Lori talked about I-HELP in Chandler with started in 2013.  A few noteworthy 
comments from Lori included; 1) we don’t have a problem in Chandler, we have hope, 2) 
we use a collective impact model with our partnerships, 3) the Police and Fire 
Departments use Chandler I-HELP for emergency shelter purposes, 4) volunteer 
transformation is evident, and 5) program “alumni” return as volunteers who serve. 

Here is their presentation: http://acfbci.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/Interfaith-
Homeless-Emergency-Lodging-Program-IHELP-revised-3-20-15.pdf 

Here is the I-HELP one-pager they distributed at the meeting:  http://acfbci.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/04/East-Valley-IHELP-Coalition-one-page-3-2-15.pdf  

III. Updates 

a. HopeFest Phoenix (April 18, 2015).  Terrilyn Miller, Executive Director of CityServe 
Arizona (www.cityserveaz.com), spoke about HopeFest Phoenix and encouraged 
attendees to support it by volunteering, donating, and by referring individuals and 
families to the event on April 18th.  You may find the event flier, tax credit information, 
and much more at http://cityserveaz.com/hopefest.  

b. Arizona Blue Ribbon (April 25, 2015).  April Jones, Office of Faith and Community 
Partnerships, spoke about this event of “Celebrating Foster Families.”  All foster 
families, kinship families and group homes are welcome to register for this free event 
at: www.ArizonaBlueRibbon.org  

c. A few additional announcements: 

i. Westside Head Start from Catholic Charities:   http://acfbci.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/04/WSHS-Order-Form-2.pdf 

ii. Department of Homeland Security “Nonprofit Security” grants will soon be 
available.  Jane Wabnik will share information when it is available. 

iii. Disability: Theology and Ministry from Fuller Seminary: http://acfbci.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/04/Disability-Theology-and-Ministry-__-Fuller.pdf  

iv. Fashion for Foster by Talent Encounter: http://www.eventbrite.com/e/fashion-for-
foster-tickets-16278361016?aff=eac2  
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IV. Closing Remarks and Adjourn 

Meeting was closed with prayer by Pastor Deborah Hutterer.  The Council’s next 
meeting is April 26th from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at Catholic Charities. 

Submitted by 
Chuck Fitzgerald 

Office of Faith and Community Partnerships 
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