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Engaging and mobilizing faith communities to improve the quality of life for vulnerable and 
impoverished people through a statewide collaboration of faith-based, community and 
governmental organizations. 
 

Minutes 

I. Welcome, Invocation & Introductions                     

Chuck Fitzgerald welcomed all on behalf of Council Chair Dr. Gary Kinnaman and 
Council Vice-Chair Dr. Rick Knopf.  He then opened the meeting with a recap of the 
Council’s mission statement. 

(As a reminder, information regarding this Council may be found on the Council’s web 
site, www.GodEnriches.org.  This site name was chosen because it is also our State 
Motto.  Meeting archives may be found on the web site at the bottom of the “About Us” 
page.) 

II. Guest Speaker, Reverend Scott Ritchey, Justa Center 

Pastor Scott provided attendees with an overview of the Justa Center 
(www.justacenter.org) which is located at 10th Avenue and Jefferson Street in Phoenix.  
Justa Center is a day resource center specifically designed to help those over the age of 
55 find appropriate housing, employment, and other needed services.  70% are men, 
60% are veterans.  Seniors tend to be “forgotten” in the homelessness conversations.  
They are stereotyped as either “they deserve it” or “they choose it.” 

Their goal is to find housing for a least one person a day.   

The top 5 reasons for homelessness for the population they serve are:  physical/mental 
health, re-entry into society from incarceration, substance abuse (especially pain 
medication), critical life issues (a.k.a. bad luck), and developmental disabilities. 

The Justa Center helps people address the problems that have caused their 
homelessness, which can include everything catastrophic medical issues, job loss, 
substance abuse, and/or mental health issues. Once members move out, the safety net 
continues, as Justa staff visit periodically to ensure they are doing well on their own. 

Key needs are dental care, vision care, behavioral health services, and beds (for move 
into permanent housing).  If you can help, contact Scott at saritchey@hotmail.com  

III. Updates 

a. ArizonaSERVES.  To learn more about ArizonaSERVES, please speak with Task 
Force members who also participate on our Council (Gary Kinnaman, Judith 
Fritsch, Scott Neuman, Sofia Tobar, Billy Thrall, Jane Wabnik, Chuck Fitzgerald); 
especially regarding Foster Care Participation (www.ArizonaSERVES.gov).  The 
next ArizonaSERVES Task Force meeting is Friday, March 15, 2013.  It is always 
open to the public. An agenda will be posted on March 13, 2013 at 
www.ArizonaSERVES.gov on the “Task Force” tab. 
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b. HopeFest Phoenix.  April 20, 2013 at Chase Field.  Billy Thrall spoke of this year’s 
event; 120+ service providers will be ready to serve as many as 25,000 people.  
This year’s event will included a component similar to Project Connect. 

c.  “Helping the Helpers – equipping those who interact with family caregivers”   
Chuck Fitzgerald spoke of this upcoming one day Summit on March 8, 2013 in 
Goodyear.  It is being delivered by the West Valley Human Services Alliance.  
Details, information is at http://wvhsa.acfbci.org/helping-the-helpers  

d. Member Updates 

Traci Gruenberger spoke of the 3/7 “Community Disaster Resilience Partnership” 
event be provided by the Maricopa County Department of Public Health.  Here is 
the flier: http://wvhsa.acfbci.org/files/2013/02/CDR-Flyer-March-7.pdf  

Linda Morris is looking for a teacher and mentors for the south Phoenix Promise 
Neighborhood efforts.  Please contact the South Phoenix Program Manager, 
Richard Crews, at (623) 261-2853 or rcrews@mentorkidsusa.org  

Bob Withers spoke of a new food pantry in South Phoenix located at St. Luke’s at 
the Mountain, Episcopal Church.  http://stlukesmountain.azdiocese.org 

Terri Leveton asked attendees to participate in “Arizona Gives Day.”  AZ Gives Day 
is a day for Arizonans to come together to raise as much money as possible for the 
state’s nonprofits in 24 hours on March 20, 2013. It is a one day, statewide, online 
movement to harness the giving power of the community to strengthen the 
fundraising capacity of Arizona nonprofits.  All details can be found at: 
http://www.arizonanonprofits.org/content/arizona-gives-day-0  

Bob Dunn spoke of “Mending the Soul – Student Edition” training event on April 26-
27, 2013.  The live training will present materials geared to anyone who feels called 
to work with teenagers hurting from the pain caused by abuse, abandonment, 
and/or unhealthy families. Details at http://www.mendingthesoul.org/2013/03/mts-
adolescent-training-phoenix-az/  

Shirley Frisbee, Founder and President of the Native Heart Community 
Development Association (www.nativeheartcda.org), is looking for donated office 
space for 4 to 6 people.  Contact her at shirl_67@hotmail.com.  

IV. Closing Remarks and Adjourn 

The next Council meeting is Thursday, March 28, 2013 at Catholic Charities, 4747 N. 7th 
Avenue, Phoenix. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Chuck Fitzgerald 

Office of Faith and Community 
Arizona Department of Economic Security 

cfitzgerald@azdes.gov  
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